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have started and where coal mining operations ion of forfeited site is in proqress.
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817 .131 (b ) .
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P2..Fhasell Release: At leastPhase ll bond releasewc.Wildcat Coal mining and.reclamation
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PermitType - ltem 10 lP = lnterim Program, PP = Permanent Program , NP = No Permit
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A.... Active: Coal mining and reclamation activities occurring or
oermitted but not vet disturbed.

lN....lnactive (Permanent Proqram Permit): Phase ll completed or
Tempora'ry Cessation ofOperations.' (lnterim Program Permit)
Coal mining completed and reclamation activities initiated.

BR...Bond Release: Reclamation completed and State Regulatory
Authority (RA) has released all of the bond (Phase lll Release.)

Joint lnspocfion - ltem 13 A joint inspection is when a state inspeclor accompanies an OSM inspector any time during the rwiew ofthe mine sita

AB....Abandoned: Allsurface and underground coal mining activities have ceased and
operator has left the site without completing reclamation as defined in
30 CFR 840.11(q)

AB1..Bond Forfeiturel-'Bond forfeiture officially in process or completed, and.
reclamation in proqress or not vet comniencbd.

AB2..Partiallv Reclaimed Forfeiture:'Forfeited site where all bonds have been
used to reclaim site, but site not reclaimed to Program standards.

AB3..Reclaimed Forfeiturb: Forfeited site that has been reclaimed to Program standards.
NA...Not Applicable: When site is unpermitted.

Site Status Codes - ltem 15 NS..Non-Site Visit: Status of site not determined.
ND-..No Disturbance: No coal minino and r€clametion Mc..Mining Complste: No rnining adivity on site, FP.. Forieiturc Pending: The RA is pursuing
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(q), andior reclama-

Facility Type Codes - ltem 16
A... Surface
8...  Underground
C... Preparation Plant

Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA)
Your Comments Are Important

The Small Busincss and Agriculture Rcgulatory Enforcemcnt Ombudsman and l0 Raional Faimess Boards were established to receive comments from
srnall businesses about Fcdenl agency enforcemenl actions. Thc Ombudsman will annually evaluate thc enforcement activities and rate
responsiveness to small business. If you are a small business (a business with 500 or ferver employees including those of affiliates)

and wish to comment on the enforcement or compliance activities of OSM, call l-888-REG-FAIR (1-888-734-3247).
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May 27 ,2008

Utah American, Inc. (UAI)
PO Box 1077
Price, UT 84501

West Ridge Mine
Complete, OSM oversight inspection: May 20,2008

Participants:
Dave Shaver, UAI
Pete Hess, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (OGM)
Henry Austin, Office of Surface Mining (OSM)

I participated in a complete inspection of the West Ridge Mine as indicated above. This
mine was selected by OSM for oversight during evaluationyear 2008. Weather
conditions were clear and sunny and ground conditions were dry. There was no surface
water runoff noted on the areas inspected, with the exception of the pumped mine water

discharge into the C Canyon ephemeral stream (clear water discharge, we did not take
water samples); and the second pumped mine water discharge from the (former)

underground sump area down-dip the curent longwall panel mining areawas discharglng
into the fan pad perimeter ditch, and flowing overland through ditches into the upper cell

of the 2 cell sedimentation pond (The former sump is now in a development mining area)

and the resultant discharge is coal fines and sediments, this is temporary. We did not take

water samples and this discharge was fully contained in the sediment pond's upper ce11.)
We discussed the 2 cell sediment pond storage capacity with respect to the mine water

discharge volume; and the 2 cells containing I treating the approved, design precipitation

event stormwater runoff in addition to the mine water discharge.

The primary purpose of this complete, oversight inspection was to evaluate offsite
impacts. No offsite impacts were documented during the field inspection. Our review of
permitting and environmental monitoring records, and discussions with Mr. Shaver,
indicates the pumped mine water discharge(s) has exceeded UPDES effluent limits
for total Fe on several mine water discharge sample results (monthly minimum lab
analysis) begiruring approximately August 2A07 and continuing off and on to date (1.3

ppm daily max. is the UPDES limit for total Fe). Mr. Shaver indicated the April 2008

UPDES mine water discharge sampling exceeded total Fe effluent criteria.

Mr. Shaver discussed UAI coordination with the Utah Division of Water Quality (DWQ)

regarding the recent history of total Fe exceedences from the mine water discharge.
Mr. Hess indicated OGM had e-mail correspondence with DWQ during March 2008,
concerning the total Fe exceedences from the West Ridge offsite discharge. The C
Canyon is (normally) an ephemeral stream that drains to Grassy Trail Creek, and
subsequently into the Pricp River, the Green River, and the Colorado River. We did not
determine during the inspection whether the mine water discharge was reaching Grassy
Trail Creek, and the Price River.



West Ridge Mine: oe. 2

Mr. Shaver gave us a very thorouglr explanation ofrecent underground conditions and the
methodologies being utilized to treat the mine water inflow underground (flocculants,
pumping and re-routing the mine water underground to allow it to settle and react with
the flocculants and additional chernical binding agents). A new, larger, rmderground mine
water smrp is also plarmed.

Mr. Hess began the inspection with a thorough review of the surface water runoff control structures and
disturbed areas at tle mine facility including our inspection ofthe following: undisturbed area runoff
diversion inlets / outlets, the altemative sediment control area (ASCA), the (clear) mine water discharge
in the C Canyon epherneral stream, and haulroad erosion / sediment control structues from the mine
entrance to the mine offices were operational. Mr. Hess required minor coal (tuck spillage) removal
fiom the haulroad ditcl1 and maintenance of a silt fence just dowohill of the haulroad tumoff enhance to
the mine offices complex.

As me,lrtione<l above, the upper sediment pond ce1l contahed black water from coal fines and sediment
being pumped from the underground sump / mine development area. The lower sediment pond cell was
clear. The coal crusher pad was orderly and well maintained. The fan pad was receiving both the clear
and black mine water discharges in separate locations. The clear mine water discharge errpties direcfly
into the undisturbed blpass culvert system and into the C Canyon ephe,rneral stream. We recommended
runoving the willow rush in the fan pad ditch receiving the black mine water discharge.

The topsoil stockpiie is well vegetated and we discussed the experimental practice requirements for
waluation ofthe plots establishes for different soil t5,pes. The nain storage yard has been recently
reorganized. The undisturbed area runoffb5pass at the coal stockpile is well maintained. We discussed
limiting the coal stocllpile area to the approved disturbance area below where topsoil has been rerroved
from side slqres. This concluded the field inspection.

Mr. Hess conducted a thoroug! rwiew of the approved OGM mining permit and the requked
environmental monitoring records. Our review included the following: OGM permit term is 09123/2005
throlgh 04101/2009 and includes 6,114.80 acres pennitted with 29.06 acres of surface disturbance.
Special perrnit conditions 1, 2 & 4 arcin compliance; and we discussed special condition 3 regarding
Mexican Spotted Owl habitat evaluation. We will follow-up on the USFWS Mexican Spotted Owl
habitat *template" we discussed to ensure UAI and the USFWS are in agreernent on the tenrplate
requirernents relative to projected disturbances approved for this OGM permit terrn (through 0al01/09).

Total bond amount held is $2.117.000.00. The OGM and UAI Reclamation Aseement is
outdated and needs to be revised to include current ownershio and control information.

Subsidence measurement and monitoring was conducted by aerial flyover during fall
2007, and will be reported in the June 2008 annual report. Annual r€ports to OGM are
cunent (2006). Individual surface and grormdwater monitoring re?orts n ere not
reviewed. This information is contained in an OGM water quality data base printout we
rwiewed, including upioaded water monitoring information through March 1 I, 2008.
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Sedimentation pond inspections were current through the second quarter of 2008; liabiltty
insurance is current through June 1, 2008; the mid-term permit review deficiencies dated
110412008 have been answered by UAI and OGM is reviewing the UAI deficiency
responses. One midterm deficiency requires the permittee to include a copy of the revised
reclamation cost estimate I the approved permit.

No offsite impacts were identified during the inspection. I will recommend follow up
discussions with Utah DWQ, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, and the Utah / OSM
Evaluation Team to determine the potential for offsite impacts due to the mine water
discharge exceeding total Fe limits (not limited to total Fe) as specified in the UPDES
permit and dischargtng offthe permit area. This concluded the inspection.

Please address any questions concerning this inspection report to Henry Austin, Senior
Reclamation Specialist, at haustin@osmre.gov or to (303) 293-5019.


